











just like a new case coming into the of-
fice. With grapes, you are limited by what
Mother Nature gave you, and in your case
you are limited by the facts and the law.
You take the grapes, your clients, and nur-
ture them, adding yeast and nutrients, ag-
ing in fine barrels, putting what you have
been given in the best possible light and
then presenting your finished product to
the judges who write for wine magazines,
your case to the jury, the customer who ul-
timately takes that bottle home.”

To Nodland this all seems second
nature, as if inevitable. But perhaps the
point isn't that practicing law, or making
wine and song, is art, but rather that liv-
ing right is the art. Perhaps some people
— be they musicians, judges, teachers,
winemakers, or even cabbies — are able
to raise living to an art form. There do
seem to be people who live in such a way
they illuminate for the rest of us what a
beautiful life locks like. Their ways of
seeing and of being — problem-solving,
career transitioning, their capacity for
sustained creativity and intellectual curi-
osity —inspire us to go deeper as well, to
find and celebrate cur own rhythms. To
make our own art; to stay inspired.

What Nodland knew for certain was
that he needed more art in his life, that
something was missing despite the court-
room successes, and that’s how he found
his way intc winemaking.

“Iwas so busy in law school and start-
ing a practice that I didn't play the guitar
for years and was creatively starved,” he
says. “At the same time, I was exposed to
a group of people who made their own
wine at home. I was as blown away as [
was when I first saw that electric guitar
hanging in the window of the store. I had
to do it; I had to make my own alcohol.
My brother-in-law was a vineyard consul-
tant in Walla Walla, and we decided in
1999 to make one barrel of wine. I bought
a French oak barrel, a stainless steel tank
to ferment in and made the first barrel
with the book open.”

He had wanted to go back to school
for winemaking, but exigencies such as
a young family and a growing practice
complicated things. “And then I saw the
movie ‘Good Will Hunting,” Nodland
says. “What influenced me so much
was the scene in the college bar where
Will, the genius without formal educa-
tion who was a janitor at MIT, was with
his constructicn worker buddy trying to
pick up girls in a bar flled with Harvard
students, When he is being almost suc-

cessful picking up the college girl, a male
Harvard student steps in and starts talk-
ing economics and makes the construe-
tion worker friend lock foolish in frent of
the girl. In short order, Will the janitor
genius talks circles around the Harvard
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student citing advanced economics. The
last line is the kicker, when Will Hunting
says, ‘The difference between you and me
isyou paid $200,000 to have someone tell
you what book to buy and what chapters
to read. T just went and got a library card.
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